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Annual Environmental Audit Report 
Wetland Rehabilitation at Plettenberg Manor Estate: Portion 3 of Farm 
Matjiesfontein No. 304, Plettenberg Bay, Western Cape Province. 
 
DEA&DP Reference: Environmental Authorization 16/3/3/1/D1/14/0002/19 
DWS Reference: Water Use Authorization 4/5/6/K60E/Farm304/3, Plettenberg Bay 
Bitou OSCAER Reference No.: 18/RE3/304/KB 
 

 
The Plettenberg Manor (TPM) Wetland Project Site, with initial clearing of areas hosting Kikuyu. 

 
Location: The Plettenberg Manor, Keurboomstrand, Plettenberg Bay. 
Submitted to: DEA&DP, Bitou Municipality, Project Manager (Devmark). 
Project Phase: AIS vegetation clearing. 
Reporting Period: October 2019 – September 2020. 
Status: Alien invasive species (AIS) eradication planning and vegetation clearing. 
Audit Result: Satisfactory compliance. 
 
 

Year Audit Report Result Submitted 

1 Annual Audit Report October 2020 Satisfactory compliance Yes 

2 - - - 

3 - - - 

4 - - - 

5 - - - 
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Statement of Independence 
 
Auditor Details and Expertise: Peet Joubert, Nature Management Services, 30 years’ experience in 
environmental and development in Knysna and Plettenberg Bay. 
 
I, Peet Joubert, declare my independence in the preparation of this audit report. 
 
 
 
 
Signed:     
 
 
 
 
Date:   05 October 2020  
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1. Introduction 
 

Bluepebble Sustainability Solutions (hereafter referred to as ‘Bluepebble’) was appointed as the 
Environmental Control Officer (ECO) for the project. Bluepebble has conducted regular site 
inspections and provided onsite guidance on environmental aspects. Peet Joubert, from Nature 
Management Services, has conducted the environmental audit. 
 
The ECO monitoring is based on the: 
Environmental Authorization. 
Approved Environmental Management Programme (EMPr). 
OSCAER Permit. 
 
Sections 3, 4, 5 and 6 of this report deal with specific comments on compliance re. various 
monitoring requirements. Section 8 concludes on compliance with all audit requirements.  

2. Summary Notes 
 

• Bluepebble was appointed as ECO in October 2019. 

• Alien invasive species (AIS) eradication clearing work on the site commenced in March 2020 and 
is ongoing. 

• The construction of the boardwalk and bird-hide has been deferred and remains unscheduled. 

• Monthly ECO Reports have been compiled and submitted, except during the Covid-19 Lockdown 
Level 5 and Level 4 (April to early June 2020). 

• An AIS eradication contractor to apply the herbicide treatment has been sourced, with the 
quotation accepted. The 1st treatment is envisaged for late September/October, depending on 
the weather. 

• No significant environmental issues have arisen. 

3. Compliance with Environmental Authorization 
 

General Comment 
 
Satisfactory compliance with environmental conditions of approval have been achieved. 
 
Compliance Checklist 
 
The conditions of the Environmental Authorization are listed in the table below, together with a 
compliance comment. 
 
Table 1: Compliance with Environmental Authorization (EA): Approval Conditions 

EA 
Section E 

Approval Condition Comment Compliance 

1 Undertake approved listed activities and 
Preferred Alternative only. 

Alien invasive plant species 
being removed. Boardwalk and 
bird-hide deferred and remain 
unscheduled at this stage. 

Yes 

2 EA for 5 years, from 25 September 2019 to 
31 September 2024. 

Noted. Yes 

2.1 Must start all authorized listed activities 
prior to 31 September 2021; at least 
exceed described threshold by this date. 

Alien invasive plant species 
being removed. Boardwalk and 
bird-hide deferred and remain 
unscheduled at this stage. 

Partial and 
ongoing. 
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EA 
Section E 

Approval Condition Comment Compliance 

2.2 Post-construction rehabilitation and 
monitoring finalized within 12 months 
construction is concluded and no later than 
31 September 2024. 

 Currently 
NA 

3 EA to be implemented within accordance 
with approved EMPr. 

Currently being implemented 
within guidelines of EMPr. 

Yes 

4 Holder of EA must ensure compliance by an 
and all persons/agents acting on their 
behalf. 

Noted and currently compliance 
has been achieved. 

Yes 

5 Any achnges to Preferred Alternative must 
be accepted and approved in writing by 
DEA&DP. 

No changes at this stage. Yes. 

6 Holder must within 14 days of EA decision:   

6.1 Notify all registered I&APs of decision, 
reasons, date of decision and issuing date. 

Done (refer to Appendix D). Yes 

6.2 Draw attention to appeal procedure. Done (refer to Appendix D). Yes 

6.3 Draw attention to access to EA. Done (refer to Appendix D). Yes 

6.4 Provide registered I&APs with details of EA 
Holder. 

Done (refer to Appendix D). Yes 

6.5 No commencement within 20-days from 
date of applicant notifying registered I&APs. 

Notified in October 2019. 
Commencement in March 2020. 

Yes 

6.6 EA suspended if an appeal is submitted. No appeal submitted. Yes 

7 Commencement notification to DEA&DP, 7-
days prior to commencement. 

Notice sent Feb 2020 (refer 
Appendix D). 

Yes 

8 DRAFT EMPr must be resubmitted and 
address listed details. 

EMPr resubmitted and approved 
17 December 2020. 

Yes 

9 EMPr to be included in all contractual 
documentation. 

Currently activities implemented 
in-house, EMPr must be included 
into contract for all sub-
contractors. 

Yes 

10 Suitable ECO to be appointed for duration 
of construction and rehabilitation phases. 

ECO appointed: Bluepebble 
Sustainability Solutions, 
Jonathan Kingwill. 

Yes 

11.1 The ECO must prior to commencement. ECO appointed October 2019, 
prior to commencement. 

Yes 

11.2 Ensure compliance with EMPr & conditions. Satisfactory compliance to date; 
ongoing. 

Yes 

11.3 Keep records of site activities, problems, 
transgressions and ECO task schedule. 

Recorded in monthly ECO 
Reports; ongoing. 

Yes 

11.4 Remain employed until all development 
activities are concluded and rehabilitation 
and monitoring requirements are finalized. 

Ongoing employment to date. Yes 

12 EA, EMPr, assessments, closure plans, audit 
reports and monitoring reports to be kept 
on site and made available on request. 

Currently housed in site office. Yes 

13 Access to site and reports must be granted 
to any authorized official. 

No requests to date, yet site and 
documents are accessible and 
available. 

Yes 

14.1 Holder must ensure compliance with EA 
conditions and EMPr are audited. 

This is the 1st audit report. Yes 

14.2 Undertake annual audit reports and submit 
to DEA&DP. 

This is the 1st annual audit 
report. 

Yes 

14.3 Final construction phase audit report to be Noted. Currently 
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EA 
Section E 

Approval Condition Comment Compliance 

submitted within 3-months of completion of 
construction activities. 

NA 

15.1 The Audit Report must be prepared by an 
independent person. 

Auditor is Peet Joubert. Yes 

15.2.1 Provide verifiable and structured findings on 
level of compliance and if EMPr is sufficient 
or not. 

As presented in this report. Yes 

15.2.2 Effectiveness of the measure of the EMPr. As presented in this report. Yes 

15.3 Identify and new impacts or risks. None identified to date. Yes 

15.4 Evaluate effectiveness of EMPr. EMPr is proving effective. Yes 

15.5 Identify shortcomings inn EMPr. None identified to date. Yes 

15.6 Identify any changes to mitigation 
measures. 

Ripping soil after 1st herbicide 
treatment changed in Method 
Statement to removing dead 
grass with rake. 

Yes 

15.7 Indicate date construction work 
commenced and completed and/or 
progress. 

Construction of boardwalk and 
bird-hide has not yet started. 

Yes 

15.8 Indicate date operational phase 
commenced and rehabilitation progress. 

AIS clearing underway. Yes 

15.9 Include a photographic record of the site. In ECO Reports and fixed 
photograph system being 
established on the site. 

Yes 

15.10 Be informed by the ECO Reports. Findings in ECO Reports 
considered (included in 
Appendix E). 

Yes 

16 Holder must notify potential and registered 
I&APs of submission and audit report and 
make available, on request, or place on 
publicly accessible website. 

Audit report sent to I&APs (refer 
Appendix D). 

Yes 

17 Heritage resource provisions. No heritage resources have been 
discovered. 

Yes 
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4. Compliance with the Environmental Management Programme (EMPr) 
 

General Comment 
The requirements of the EMPr have been satisfactorily complied with and environmental conditions on the site were acceptably managed through planning 
and the start of AIS eradication. 
 
Compliance Checklist 
 
The requirements of the Environmental Management programme (EMPr) are detailed in the tables below, together with a comment. 
 
Tables 2.1 to 2.3: Effectiveness of the EMPr Requirements 

 
OUTCOME 2.1: COLLABORATION BETWEEN PARTIES    (refer EMPr Section 2.1) 
Environmental Management Action Timeframe Responsibility Verification Effectiveness 

Ref. 2.1.1. Environmental Compliance Officer 

Has an ECO been appointed? Before  commencement. Applicant Appointment letter. High 

Is the ECO suitably qualified? Before  commencement. Applicant ECO CV. High 

Are the responsibilities of the ECO included in the appointment? Before  commencement. Applicant Appointment letter. High 

Are staff / contractors aware of the authority of the ECO? Before  commencement & 
ongoing. 

Applicant Env. Induction 
Meeting. 

High 

Has the ECO conducted regular (weekly during initial works and then gradually decreasing to bi-
monthly/fortnightly) site inspections? 

Ongoing. Applicant ECO Compliance 
Monitoring Reports. 

High 

Ref. 2.1.2 Environmental Site Agent 

An ESA can be designated and if so, is the ESA aware of their role and responsibilities? Before  commencement. Applicant Written instruction. High 

Ref. 2.1.3 Contractor responsibilities 

EMPr included in Contractors1 and Subcontractor agreements, including conditions of non-
compliance and polluter pays principle. 

Before  commencement. Applicant Project / 
Employment 
Contract. 

Currently NA 

Ref. 2.1.4 Environmental Awareness training 

Env. Induction Meeting: Contractor teams briefed on their obligation towards environmental 
controls and mitigation and prevention methods in terms of the EMPr prior to the start of the on-
site work. 

Before  commencement. ECO Records of awareness 
training. 

High 

Are Environmental Do’s and Don’ts included in briefings? Before  commencement. ECO Records of awareness 
training. 

High 

 
1 For the instance where an ‘in-house’ team conducts the work, and for the purpose of this EMPr, all the EMPr wording of ‘Contractor’ must be replaced by ‘in-house-team’. 
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Environmental Management Action Timeframe Responsibility Verification Effectiveness 

Ref. 2.1.5 Communication procedures on-site 

Have any site instructions been issued by the ECO, and are records of such maintained, including 
follow-up actions taken? 

As required. ECO Site instructions and 
site observation. 

High 

Are records of ECO activities (including audits, meetings, training etc.) maintained? On-going. ECO ECO records. High 

Have method statements been required and are these in accordance with the requirements of 
the EMPr and have these been approved by the ECO? 

As required. ECO Approved method 
statements. 

High 

Ref. 2.1.6 Environmental monitoring and audit reports 

Have monthly ECO Compliance Monitoring Reports been compiled? Monthly. ECO ECO Compliance 
Monitoring Reports. 

High 

Have annual Environmental Audit Reports been compiled? Annual. ECO Env. Audit Reports. High 

Have both the above items been submitted to relevant authorities? On-going. ECO Proof of submissions. High 

Are the outcomes of the monitoring effective in managing environmental issues and 
opportunities on the Project Site? 

Monthly. ECO Site observation. High 

Has there been need to involve a specialist in the monitoring, and what was the outcome of this? As required. ECO Site observation. Currently NA 

Ref. 2.1.7 Record keeping 

All records of implementation of the EMPr are to be kept up to date and for at least 5 years. On-going. ECO ECO records. High 

Is a photographic record of the project maintained? On-going. ECO ECO records. High 

Ref. 2.1.8 Financial provision 

The Applicant / Contractor/s to ensure financial allowance for environmental management 
commitments contained in the EMPr. 

Before commencement & 
ongoing. 

Applicant Proof of project 
budget. 

Low 

Ref. 2.1.9 Penalty clause 

Applicant to formalise the environmental non-compliance penalty clause with Contractor. Before commencement. Applicant Formal contract. Currently NA 

 
OUTCOME 2.2: LIMITATION OF WORKING AREA & TIME PERIOD    (refer EMPr Section 2.2) 
 
Environmental Management Action Timeframe Responsibility Verification Effectiveness 

Ref. 2.2.1 Limit construction period 

Construction to occur between Jan/Feb and Aug/Sept. Before 
commencement. 

Applicant Contract period. Currently NA 

Ref. 2.2.2 Approved footprint 

All construction activities within the approved working footprint.  At all times. Contractor Site observation. Currently NA 

Ref. 2.2.3 Protection of natural resources 

Rescue of indigenous vegetation viable for rehabilitation, as well as protection (through search 
and rescue) of all wild animals, insects and reptiles, prior to disturbance and/or use of 
herbicide. 

Before 
commencement. 

ECO Photographic and rescue 
records. 

High 

Ref. 2.2.4 Work yard 
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Environmental Management Action Timeframe Responsibility Verification Effectiveness 

Work yard to be established within estate.  Before 
commencement. 

Contractor Site observation. High 

All materials and equipment stored in the work yard.  Ongoing. Contractor Site observation. High 

Ref. 2.2.5 Demarcation of the site 

Working area (2m around edge of all infrastructure) clearly demarcated and approved by ECO? Before 
commencement. 

Contractor Site observation. Currently NA 

‘No-Go’ area demarcation in place and maintained in functional state. Before commencement 
& ongoing. 

Contractor Site observation. High 

Is the site demarcation effective? Ongoing. ECO Site observation. High 

Ref. 2.2.6 Site access 

Define and monitor access to and from the working area. Ongoing. Contractor Site observation. High 

Maximise use existing access routes. Ongoing. Contractor Site observation. High 

Access and vehicle movement within demarcated routes approved by the ECO. Before commencement 
& ongoing. 

Contractor Site observation. Currently NA 

Have there been any deviations form approved routes, if so, has the ECO approved such 
deviations? 

As required. Contractor Site observation. Currently NA 

All work vehicles entering and leaving Project Site to be clean. Ongoing. Contractor Site observation. Currently NA 

Ref. 2.2.7 Stockpile areas 

Define and demarcate stockpile areas (give preference to disturbed areas and must be situated 
more than 32m away from edge of dam). Have these been approved by the ECO? 

Before commencement 
& ongoing. 

Contractor Site observation. High 

Any deviations from approved stockpile areas? If so, has the ECO approved such? As required. Contractor Site observation. High 

 
OUTCOME 2.3: IMPROVE NATURAL HABITAT      (refer EMPr Section 2.3) 
 
Environmental Management Action Timeframe Responsibility Verification Effectiveness 

 

Ref. 2.3.1 Eradication of alien invasive vegetation species 

Monitor the implementation and effectiveness of the rehabilitation method. Ongoing. ECO Site observation. High 

Confirm suitable training of herbicide application staff, and that appropriate personal protective 
equipment (PPE) in line with the relevant Material Safety Data Sheet is available for use.  

Prior to use of 
herbicide. 

ECO Training records. Currently NA 

Confirm the effective practice of H&S requirements, including the use of PPE. During herbicide use. ECO Site observation. Currently NA 

Check records of spraying and that rainfall checks were done prior to spraying. Monthly. ECO Site diary and site 
observation. 

Currently NA 

Ref. 2.3.2 Protection, relocation and establishment of indigenous vegetation 

Avoid disturbance, and if not possible, search and rescue indigenous flora and fauna, prior to 
use of herbicide. All search and rescue to be noted in site diary. 

Daily. ESA Site diary and site 
observation. 

High 

Ref. 2.3.3 Excavated material removal and stockpiling 
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Environmental Management Action Timeframe Responsibility Verification Effectiveness 

Stockpile in least sensitive areas to avoid erosion and water pollution in the dam and wetter 
areas. 

Ongoing. ECO Site observation. Currently NA 

Ref. 2.3.4 Earthworks 

Any earthworks with heavy machinery to be conducted under constant supervision by the 
Contractor. 

As necessary. Contractor Site observation. Currently NA 

All operators of heavy machinery are to be made aware of all environmental obligations. Before 
commencement. 

Contractor Training records and site 
observation. 

Currently NA 

Use and excessive movement of heavy machinery should be avoided.  As necessary. Contractor Site observation. Currently NA 

Ref. 2.3.5 Stormwater management 

Install necessary temporary and permanent anti-erosion measures in susceptible areas.  As necessary. Contractor Site observation. Currently NA 

Holes to be closed and berms rehabilitated when feasible. As necessary. Contractor Site observation. Currently NA 

Ref. 2.3.56 Appropriate use of machinery 

Method statement in place for use of machinery? Prior to use of 
machinery. 

Contractor Method statement. NA 

Oil/diesel leaks to be checked.  Prior to use of 
machinery. 

Contractor Machine inspection. NA 

Machinery maintained in acceptable state of repair. Ongoing. Contractor Machine inspection. NA 

Ref. 2.3.7 Maintenance and servicing of equipment 

Check that no servicing or maintenance of equipment occurs in working area. Daily. ESA Site observation. High 

Drip trays and leak proof containers to be used with all machines and equipment. Daily. ESA Site observation. NA 

Absorbent spill mop-up products should be available in work yard.  Daily. ESA Site observation. NA 

All spills to be immediately reported to ECO / ESA and immediately contained in terms of 
integrated waste management and pollution control.  

As required. Contractor Site diary and site 
observations. 

NA 

Breakdowns to be immediately removed from Project Site. As required. Contractor Site diary and site 
observations. 

NA 

Ref. 2.3.8 Handling of hazardous materials 

All site personnel fully aware and trained for environmental, health and safety effects of 
hazardous materials on site, and how to safely use such materials. 

Before 
commencement. 

Contractor Training records. Currently NA 

Storage vessels for hazardous materials maintained in good condition to prevent leakage and 
contamination. 

Ongoing. Contractor Site observation. Currently NA 

Storage areas used of hazardous materials to be lined. Prior to storage. Contractor Site observation. Currently NA 

Maintain an inventory of all hazardous materials and Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS) on 
site. 

Prior to storage & 
ongoing. 

Contractor Inventory and MSDS file. Currently NA 

Appropriate quantities of hazardous materials for site requirements. Ongoing. Contractor Site observation. Currently NA 

In the event of a spill or contamination event, the Contractor and / or responsible person on site 
to immediately inform ECO / ESA and relevant emergency response authorities, and a suitable 
containment strategy immediately implemented. 

As necessary. Contractor Site diary and site 
observations. 

Currently NA 
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Environmental Management Action Timeframe Responsibility Verification Effectiveness 

Rehabilitate any environmental damage that occurs as a result of spill.  As necessary. Contractor Site observation. Currently NA 

In the event of a major spill, implement Appendix A: Emergency Management Actions of this 
EMPr. 

As necessary. Contractor Site diary and site 
observations. 

Currently NA 

Ref. 2.3.9 Fuels and flammable materials 

No fuels to be stored in working area. Ongoing. Contractor Site observation. High 

Flammable materials suitably stored in yard and comply with fire safety requirements. Ongoing. Contractor Site observation. High 

Impervious lining materials used in fuel storage areas to prevent contamination. Prior to storage. Contractor Site observation. High 

No unattended flammable material containers to be placed outside of storage area. Ongoing. Contractor Site observation. High 

All spills to be immediately reported to ECO /ESA and immediately contained in terms of 
integrated waste management and pollution control. 

As necessary. Contractor Site diary and site 
observations. 

High 

Ref. 2.3.10 Fire prevention 

No open fires permitted in working areas.  Ongoing. Contractor Site observation. High 

Adequate firefighting equipment for fire risk to be kept on site. Ongoing. Contractor Site observation. High 

Welding, gas cutting or cutting of metal only inside work yard. As required. Contractor Site observation. Currently NA 

Contractor to reinstate / rehabilitate any burnt areas. As necessary. Contractor Site observation. Currently NA 

Ref. 2.3.11 Cement works 

Off-site mixing and / or ready-mix concrete used.   As necessary. Contractor Site observation. Currently NA 

Mixing area situated and demarcated in working area. As necessary. Contractor Site observation. Currently NA 

Mixing areas adequately bunded, to prevent cement water runoff.  As necessary. Contractor Site observation. Currently NA 

Cement bags collected frequently, securely stored against elements. Ongoing. Contractor Site observation. Currently NA 

No burning or burying of waste on the property. Ongoing. Contractor Site observation. Currently NA 

Ref. 2.3.12 Rock or Brick works 

Rock or bricks should be stored within the work yard. Ongoing. Contractor Site observation. Currently NA 

Waste material should be collected at close of each day and stored in the work yard. Daily. Contractor Site observation. Currently NA 

Waste and excess to be removed to an appropriate waste site in terms of integrated waste 
management and pollution control. 

Weekly. Contractor Site observation. Currently NA 

Quantities of paint / painting materials stored on site appropriate to site requirement. Ongoing. Contractor Site observation. Currently NA 

Ref. 2.3.13 Integrated waste management and pollution control 

Reduction, re-use, recycling and disposal where appropriate.    Ongoing. Contractor Site observation. High 

Building-related waste collected and securely stored, protected against wind dispersal.   Daily. Contractor Site observation. Currently NA 

Adequate refuse bins, daily refuse collection and secure storage of refuse. Daily. Contractor Site observation. High 

Weather and animal-proof refuse bins. Ongoing. Contractor Site observation. Currently NA 

Recyclable waste separated out and disposed of at qualified recycling centre. Weekly. Contractor Site observation. High 

Solid waste to be suitably disposed of on a weekly basis. Weekly. 
 

Contractor Site observation. High 

Ref. 2.3.14 Noise control 

Minimise noise generation.  Ongoing. Contractor Site observation. Medium 

mailto:peet.joubert@mweb.co.za


   
 12 

Peet Joubert, Nature Management Services, 083 630 4594, peet.joubert@mweb.co.za 

 

Environmental Management Action Timeframe Responsibility Verification Effectiveness 

Construction activities are to be limited to within regular working hours. Ongoing. Contractor Site observation. High 

Ref. 2.3.15 Toilets 

Minimum of one toilet per 15 persons at each working area.  Ongoing. Contractor Site observation. High 

Toilets emptied and serviced regularly / removed before builder’s holidays. As required. Contractor Site observation. High 

Ref. 2.3.16 Cultural sensitivity and protection of archaeological materials 

The ECO, as well as a heritage specialist informed immediately should any archaeological or 
heritage resources (artefacts, fossil bones, fossil shells, coins, indigenous and / or colonial 
ceramics, any articles of value or antiquity, marine shell heaps, stone artefacts and bone 
remains, rock art and rock engravings, graves etc.) be uncovered during activities.  

As required. Contractor Site observation. Currently NA 

Such an event contemplated above must also be immediately reported to the Provincial 
Heritage Resources Authority of the Western Cape, Heritage Western Cape (i.i.o the National 
Heritage Resources Act 1999, Act No. 25 of 1999). 

As required. ECO Communications with 
Heritage Western Cape. 

Currently NA 

Heritage artefacts or remains must not be disturbed further until the necessary approval has 
been obtained from Heritage Western Cape. 

As required. Contractor Site observation. Currently NA 

Should any graves or unmarked human burials be discovered, they must be treated with respect 
and SAHRA must be notified immediately. 

As required. Contractor Communications with 
SAHRA. 

Currently NA 

Such burial sites must not be disturbed further until the necessary approval has been obtained 
from SAHRA. 

As required. Contractor SAHRA Approval. Currently NA 

An archaeologist must be contacted to remove the remains at the expense of the Applicant. As required. Applicant SAHRA Approval. Currently NA 

Ref. 2.3.17 Site clean up 

Remove all structures, equipment, materials and facilities used or created on site for or during 
building activities. 

On completion. Contractor Site observation. Currently NA 

Significant and avoidable environmental degradation must be remediated and can be based on 
the recommendations of the qualified person responsible for conducting the monitoring, 
auditing and reporting programme. 

As required. Contractor Site observation. Currently NA 

Ref. 2.3.18 Clear signage 

Erect clear signage to limit users to boardwalk and restrict dog access. At completion. Applicant Site observation. Currently NA 
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5. Compliance with Environmental Method Statements 
 
The general Environmental Method Statement for AIS eradication has been revised to exclude the 
use of a tractor and ripper/plough and allow for natural regeneration (refer Appendix F. 
 

6. Compliance with the OSCAER Permit 
 

General Comment 
 
The requirements of the OSCAER Permit have been satisfactorily complied with and environmental 
conditions on the site were acceptably managed through planning and the start of AIS eradication. 
 
Compliance Checklist 
 
The conditions of the Environmental Authorization are listed in the table below, together with a 
compliance comment. 
 
Table 3: Compliance with OSCAER Approval Conditions 

EA 
Section 

G 

Approval Condition Comment Compliance 

1 Permit for approved activities (AIS 
eradication and construction of boardwalk 
and bird-hide). 

Noted. Yes 

2 Written commencement notification 7 days 
prior to commencement. 

Done (refer Appendix C). Yes 

3 Applicant to ensure compliance by any 
person acting on their behalf. 

Currently activities being 
implemented in-house. 

Yes 

4 Contractor to provide written letter 
accepting conditions of approval. 

No contractor involved at this 
stage. 

Yes 

5 Appoint a suitably qualified ECO for project 
duration, including rehabilitation. ECO to 
keep records, including photos. 

Done. Yes 

6 Remediation in case of non-compliance. None to date. Currently 
NA 

7 Copy of permit to be kept on the site. Records kept in site office. Yes 

8 Disturbance of protected trees requires 
Forestry License. 

No protected trees have been or 
are planned to be disturbed. 

NA 

9 Removal of protected trees requires 
Forestry License. 

No protected trees have been or 
are planned to be removed. 

NA 

10 Remove AIS without disturbing topsoil. AIS eradication underway and 
AID Method Statement revised 
to avoid topsoil disturbance. 

Yes 

11 Provide suitable toilets for workers. Toilets on construction site are 
being used. 

Yes 

12 Restrict work to working hours. In place. Yes 

13 No fires permitted on the site and fire-
fighting equipment required on the site. 

In place on the construction site. Yes 

14 Compliance with EMPr dated December 
2019. 

Satisfactory compliance. Yes 

15 Indigenous plants and indigenous animals 
outside working footprint may not be 
disturbed. 

None to date. Yes 
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EA 
Section 

G 

Approval Condition Comment Compliance 

16 Any incident re. harming indigenous plants 
and indigenous animals must be reported to 
Bitou Municipality. 

None to date. Yes 

17 Erosion protection to be put in place, where 
necessary. 

Noted; none required to date. Currently 
NA 

18 Contractor on site must maintain constant 
supervision. 

No contractor on site yet; 
current labour is supervised. 

Yes 

19 Minimize disturbance to natural vegetation 
and demarcate no-go area. 

Natural areas identified and 
isolated/demarcated through 
not clearing vegetation in these 
areas. Method is effective for 
now. 

Yes 

20 Retain, stockpile and re-use topsoil. None to date. Currently 
NA 

21 Contractor to ensure no waste is left or 
disposed on the site. 

Labour on the site disposes 
waste on building site. 

Yes 

22 Hazardous materials to be contained and 
safely stored. 

None to date. Currently 
NA 

23 Bird-hide sketch plans to be submitted to 
Bitou Municipality. 

None to date. Currently 
NA 

24 Search and rescue for indigenous plants and 
fauna prior to herbicide treatment. 

No herbicide applied yet. Currently 
NA 
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7. Environmental Auditing Requirements 
 

This audit report complies with the requirements detailed in Appendix 7 of the EIA Regulations in 
the manner detailed below. 
 
Table 4: Compliance with Auditing Requirements 

No. Requirement Comment 

1.  Provide recommendations on the need to amend the 
EMPr. 

EMPr effective, as it is. 

2.  a) Report on level of compliance with conditions of EA 
and EMPs and the extent to which the mitigation 
measures achieved the outcomes. 

Adequate compliance and environmental 
outcomes achieved. 

b) Identify and assess any new impacts and risks. None identified. 

c) Evaluate the effectiveness of the EMPr. EMPr effective, as it is. 

d) Identify EMPr shortcomings. None identified. 

e) Identify need for any changes to mitigation measures 
in EMPr. 

AIS Method Statement modified. 

3.  1(a) Details of the independent auditor and their 
expertise. 

Included (refer to title page). 

1(b) Declaration of independence. Included (refer to Section 9). 

1(c) Scope of the environmental audit. For AIS eradication activities March 2020 
to September 2020, according to the 
Environmental Authorization and 
approved EMPr. 

1(d) methodology used in preparing the audit report. Site inspections and review of ECO 
Reports. 

1(e) Ability of the EMPr to sufficiently provide for the 
mitigation of environmental impacts. 

The EMPr sufficiently addresses the 
avoidance and/or minimization of the 
environmental impacts. 

1(f) Assumptions, uncertainties and gaps in information. Effectiveness of AIS eradication method 
to be monitored. 

1(g) Any consultation process during audit process. Further consultation with Henk Niewoudt 
(CapeNature) and Dr James Dabrowski 
(Freshwater Specialist - Confluent 
Environmental) re. eradication 
methodology and establishing the 
measurement of successful rehabilitation. 

1(j) Comments received from landowners or users of the 
land on which the project site was located.  

Observed debate around the AIS 
eradication method and how Devmark 
managed and shared information with 
Body Corporate. 
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8. Conclusion 
 

It is concluded that environmental management on the site is resulting is positive outcomes and is 
compliant with environmental requirements. 

9. Recommendations 
 

It is recommended that: 
 
a) The approved Environmental Management Programme should continue to be used to guide all 

activities on the site, including any future maintenance activities. 
 

b) The AIS eradication contractor to provide written agreement to comply with all environmental 
approvals and conditions.  
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APPENDIX A: Schedule of ECO Reports  
 
Each ECO Report was compiled and submitted, as listed below: 
 

No. Document Date 

1.  ECO Report #1 July 2020 

2.  ECO Report #2 August 2020 

3.  ECO Report #3 September 2020 

 
Appendix E contains copies of the ECO Reports.  
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APPENDIX B: Site Photographs 
 
Refer to ECO Reports.  
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APPENDIX C: Commencement Notification 
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APPENDIX D: Stakeholder Communication 
 
Proof of Notification of Environmental Authorization 
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With attachments: 
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Notification of Annual Environmental Audit Report 2020 
 
Notification has been distributed via email and the report has been placed on the Plettenberg Manor website 
(www.plettmanor.co.za), as well as on the following DropBox weblink: 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/r6pq14wjhe0ch6j/AADVaO6YKpXUZ3lYi0_74Xtsa?dl=0 
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APPENDIX F: AIS Method Statement (Version 2) 
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